Creating accessible content is key to ensuring all students, including those with disabilities, can fully benefit from and participate in their educational experience. 
Accessible Content Essentials


Use properly formatted headings.
· Use clear and descriptive headings for sections of content.
· Use heading levels to organize content hierarchically.
· Do not skip heading levels. Maintain their order (h1, h2, h3, …).  
Use descriptive links.
· Use link text that makes the link’s destination clear.
· Avoid phrases like “click here” and “learn more.”
· Always underline links for quick identification and do not underline non-link text.
Write alternative (alt) text for images.
· Provide meaningful alt text to convey the purpose of an image.
· Keep alt text short and descriptive. 
· Mark images and objects that do not add information to the content as decorative.
Ensure multimedia is accessible.
· Add captions to videos and transcripts for podcasts.
· Edit and correct all auto-generated captions and transcripts.
· Add audible descriptions (audio descriptions) of visual elements in videos. 
Use high color contrast and avoid relying on color for meaning.
· Use a color contrast checker to ensure the contrast ratio between text color and background meets compliance standards. WebAIM’s Color Contrast Checker is an online tool that evaluates color contrast ratio. 
· Add labels to charts and graphs to avoid relying on color alone to convey meaning.
Use tables for tabular data not layout.
· Create tables with column and/or row headers.
· Ensure proper reading order.
· Do not use tables to format a document.
Use accessibility checkers.
· Check the accessibility of digital content as you design, develop, or create it.
· For commonly used checkers, guides, and checklists, see University of Missouri’s Check for Accessibility page.
For additional resources and information about designing specific types of content for accessibility see the “How to” menu the University of Missouri’s Digital Access page.
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